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SOME MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIMENTS. 


Il. 


New York, January 1, 1908. Time, 10 A. M. 
Present, Mr. A 


Sarcou She. Hm! Sarcou She. Hello! 

( Hello.) 

Hello, Dr. Hyslop. Hello, Miss Allen. 

(Stenographer: Good morning, Starlight.) 

Do you know Indian talk, Dr. Hyslop? 

(Not much of it.) 

I know a little, but I You know, when you come back you 
don’t drop into those things very much. You can but it is more 
like baby talk that you have outgrown, you know. Child talks baby 
talk until it is a year and a half old and then it grows into the 
language of the family and that is the way spirits do, you know. 

( Yes.) 

But I know a few things. I was just thinking of what I said 
to you then. I know “Ananeia”’, “ cloronia ”.. That means, “ I love 
you, my dear”. Do you know that? 

(No, I did not.) 

It is Indian for it. I only say that to a few people. 


= 

| 
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(Yes?) [59.] 

You couldn’t say it to everybody 

(No.) 

I got your message from Dr. Hodgson. 

( Good.) 

He talked with me and told me not to be troubled and he told 
me a lot of other things that I cannot tell you. [Laughs.] You 
know, just like I could not stop in the first place and, in the next 
place, there are little things that he suggested for me to do that 
perhaps, perhaps I will be able to do, too. I will try, anyway. 
Dr. Hodgson and I know each other pretty well now. 

(Good.) [60.] 

It is good for me. I don’t know whether it is so good for him. 
Is my medy nervous? 

(No.) 

How do you know? 

(She doesn’t show it.) ) 

She would not show it if she was going to be hanged. All right. 

[Dr. Hyslop leaves the room. |] 

[To stenographer:] He didn’t say the word to me, did he? 

[Dr. Hyslop, overhearing, looks back into the door and says:] 
(Good bye until this afternoon.) 

All right. Good bye. ' 

(Stenographer: You see, he really wants to please you.) 
Yes. 

[Sitter of yesterday enters. ] 

Hello. 

[No answer.] 

He doesn’t know me, does he? 

( Hello.) 

You want me to begin just where I left off yesterday, or just 
begin and tell you things I see about? 

(Well, you just go on as you like.) 

You know, there are a great many influences that are attracted 
to you. I don’t know just why it is, but you seem to have made 
a great many friends who are in the other life and they come, now 
and then, now and again, close to you, as though they are partially 
curious and much interested to know and, in many instances, have 
_ a relationship with you and always at the first there is just that 
little bit of a commotion of these different influences seeking to 


59. Starlight claims to be an Indian, and hence the alleged Indian words 
here. 


60. I was holding sittings for automatic writing in the afternoons of the 
same days on which Starlight gave oral messages. I do not know at this date 
what the message was I sent to Dr. Hodgson. Possibly my greeting. 
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come close to you and, perhaps, to speak a word or give you a 
bit of evidence. Of yourself, that is all right. You don’t mind, at 
all. You would let it come, just as you would let the waves 
bring up bits from the far shore to you, but you would like to 
pick up a few things and discover from what shore they were 
sent or, perchance, find a bottle with a message that may have been 
launched by some far [fair?] friend on the farther side; and all 
this is a part of you; a part of your individuality that makes just 
this sort of expression come to you. 

Now, I see..Of course, I was going to say some spirit. I see 
two spirits that I saw here yesterday and..I wonder..I see, just 
standing back a little bit, Dr. Hodgson himself, as if he were 
standing here, a bit interested in what was around and looking 
forward to see if there may not, out of this, come a definite- 
ness that yesterday’s sitting lacked. [61.] 

The first spirit whose hand I see is the one who made the 
effort to come to you yesterday first. The one whose hat band I 
held and the one who went out into the spirit so quickly, so un- 
expectedly and seemed to pick up the new life with so much of 
force and energy. And he..You know, I told you that he was not 
a young man nor an old one. He is between the two. Much of life 
ahead, much of opportunity, and his life cut right off and he. .going 
into the other life with that, er, understanding and energy that 
belongs to a man whose life is not spent but is still with fire and 
life, and he says..He seems to be looking all about as if he were 
looking to hold himself to something, and the first thing that he 
reaches for is a coat. It is..I think the man had a little way of 
talking as he was putting on his things, as though he constantly 
seems to be busy, and he would reach for the coat and then for the 
hat, talking all the time and going right along; not exactly in an 
absent minded way, but very like a man who is so busy that he 
keeps his thoughts going and mechanically takes care of the ordi- 
nary duties of life, as though.*.it is almost like a dual personality, 
with his thoughts ‘pushing ahead and here is his 7, doing the 
things necessary for his care or protection. 

(Yes.) [62.] 


61. It was pertinent to have Dr. Hodgson present, assuming that he was, 
becaysse Dr. Hodgson and the sitter had corresponded much on the subject of 
psychic research. But I cannot make an evidential point out of his real or 
alleged presence. 


62. The sitter writes that this paragraph is “ characteristic” of Mr. A. 
He underscores some of the words and phrases in the record he sent me that 
indicates the characteristic points. “ Much life ahead”, “much of oppor- 
tunity”, “his life cut right off”, “ understanding and energy that belong to a 
man whose life is not spent”’, etc. 
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And he reaches for this coat. It seems as though, just before 
he went away, there was a..a new coat, I find, left by him; a 
coat big, heavy and new, as though it is hardly worn, but. .I would 
call it a beautiful garment. 

(Yes?) 

One that was well made and a beautiful garment. 

(Yes?) [63.] 

He takes that with that sort of a..well, “Too bad I couldn’t 
take it with me”, but it is more a little jovial reference to it. 

( Yes.) 

And he says, “ I remember two things that I left and have been 
striving to make a definite impression on my own spirit mind ”. 

( Yes.) 

“That would hold through. That I should give it to you”. 

( Yes.) 

Now, as he takes his coat up and he slips it on. It is one of 
those that just slips on easily. 

I think he has got another mannerism. .that after a thing ; is on, 
he seems to slip into it as though he fits himself in. 

( Yes.) 

There is that little mannerism about him and it shows him that 
is. .that is more for ease and comfort than it is for. .for style. 

( Yes.) 

And as he slips into that he starts out and walks off and then 
he comes back again and he says, “ Sometime I would like to tell 
you about the garments we have here. They seemed so strange to 
me and yet, they are. .they are normal.” 

( Yes.) 


Then, he drops that incident of the coat. Just puts that aside 
as though he is through with that. I think my trouble is that I try 
~ to make the incidents fit out into something instead of leaving them, 

you know, as bits of evidence. But that is gone. [64.] 


63. The sitter knew nothing about the reference to the coat, but made 
inquiry of the widow and she said “it was a new coat that Mr. A. had and 
that the description was accurate.” 


64. The allusion to “ giving the coat to you” is not clear, save in lan- 
guage. It may be a continuation of the joking reference just before, as if 
realizing the humor of talking about a coat at all. But the further allusion 
to his desire to tell aboui ithe “ garments we have here”, etc., offers one of 
these difficulties in this problem which the sceptic likes to use against the 
whole subject. We cannot defend any such statements or implications. 
They may be the effect of the mental pictures on the subconscious of the 
psychic and in that case we do not require to speculate about them. We can- 
not tell always where the subconscious contribution begins and where the 
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Then, I see him as though he is. .It is like a picture of him and 
it is not in the other city. You know, I told you yesterday that he 
was in another city? 


( Yes.) 


This is not in another city, but it seems to be along a bare 
and dusty road. It is fall; cold, you know; no snow, but a dusty, 
fall day, like November or early December. .those days when it is 
raw 


(Yes.) [65.] 


And there is a team..I see a horse and a..But in a very..It 
is not an elegant looking team, at all; it is a wagon, you know; 
just an ordinary wagon. And I see him come out from a little 
place which looks quite like a station. It is a place of some sort.. 
jump into this team and drive away. Now, he is not driving, him- 
self? There is someone driving; he is sitting there. As he looks 
up, he talks away, you know, as though he is a great talker. He 
seems to always pick up a conversation just where he left it last 
month, if he met you, you know, as though time has very little to 
do with him. He picks a thing up again. And he jumps into this 
team and drives..goes along with some person and, as I see this 
road, I move along here and it is..It is not a very thickly settled 
place. It seems to me more like a small town; But I drive along 
the road a little, until I come to a certain place where. .it is like 
turning in, and I turn to the right, and as I turn in there, I see 
trees and bits of roofs and building, you know. I don’t think it is 
at once evident just where I am or what all the buildings are, but 
as though I drive in there and I see all this place and as he goes 
along he is still talking and he gets out there while he is still talking. 
He gets out in that place and goes in and in that place I feel at 
home, you know. I don’t think it is. .I don’t think it is his residence ; 
still, it may be; but it has something to do with his life and his 
thought ; and as he goes in there I feel as though I have closed the 
door on another experience; as though that is another bit that I 
leave aside. You understand? 


transcendental is present, save when the verifiable facts indicate that they are 
supernormal. : 

This judgment is confirmed by Starlight’s own confession in saying: “I 
think my trouble is that I try to make the incidents fit out into something in-~ 
stead of leaving them, you know, as bits of evidence.” I never had a better 
piece of evidence of the constructive interpretation which the control may put 


on the imagery that comes to her. ’ 


65. Both Mr. A. and Mr. B. lived in the same city, and the sitter recog- 
nizes this reference to “ another city” and the “ bare and dusty road” is “ de- 
scriptive of the duck shooting season.” 
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(Yes.) [66.] 

Then, I see him again. Is this the way you want me to do 
this work? 

(Yes, I will let you do as you like to do about it.) 

I don’t know..I just seem to go on with it. 

(I like to see you. Well, you keep on trying; you will be all 
right after awhile.) 

Is this right or wrong that I have just told you? 

(It is not quite intelligible, yet, to me, you know. But you will 
ease around after awhile.) 

You don’t know this road and this place? 

(No, I can’t say I do, but you keep on trying. You will get 
there after awhile.) 

[Pause.] It’s funny, but I see him there just as plain as any- 
thing. 

(Yes?) [67.] 

Did you know about the coat? 

(No. I can’t know. The coat, you know, is a thing that is 
in pretty general use. You might run along there and I might 
find out other things. You keep on. You are doing very well.) 

I don’t think it is doing very well if you don’t understand it. 
Do you, Miss Allen? 

(Stenographer: It’s all right if you understand afterwards, isn’t 
it ?) 

(Yes, you can trace it up.) 

You know, this man has got dark hair. There is a little gray, you 
know, but it must have been dark brown hair in its early time. You 
know that? 

( Yes.) 

And it seems. .It is not the least bit fluffy. 

( Yes.) 

It just seems smooth and..really, it is not particularly pretty 
hair. He knows it, so I am not “ talking about him.” 

(No.) [68.] 


66. The sitter recognized no meaning in this passage, any more than in 
the allusion to the “ dusty road”, but when he visited the city in which Mr. 
A. lived his widow “ recognized the meaning of the statements and explained 
them as referring to Mr. A.’s visits to his Ducking Club. The wagon was 
sent for him with a driver who did the driving.” 


67. The sitter knew nothing about the incidents just previously men- 
tioned and, as indicated in the previous note, had to make inquiries which 
made the incidents intelligible. 


68. Here again we have an instance of the sudden intrusion of an inci-~ 
dent that belongs to another person than the one about whom the prior mes- 
sage was given. The allusion to the man with dark hair does not fit Mr. A., 
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And he has a little way..I think he is kind of..puts his hand 
to his head often, you know, as though there is a kind of a little.. 
not exactly scratching it, but kind of feeling the head, more or less. 

(I know what you mean.) 

I don’t know why it is that he is so constantly. .that I am so 
constantly going to his head, but it seems as though there must have 


been some trouble there, you know. As though his head gets very 
tired sometimes. 


(Yes.) [69.] 

And he has this way of putting his hands up to his eyes. They 
are not especially. . His eyes are tired, but it seems to be. .my whole 
head is tired. I am just tired, trying to think things out, and he 
has so many, many, many problems constantly confronting him. 
But he says, “ They don’t trouble me, usually. I make the best of 
things and let the rest go, you know ”. 

(Yes, certainly; yes.) [70.] 

Now, you give me something of his and I will see if I can..I 
call him the “ Hat band Man”. 

(That is a good name to call him, Starlight.) 

Is that his, too? The necktie? 

(Yes.) [71.] 

[Sitter hands the same hat band and necktie that were used 
yesterday to the medium. | 


You know, yesterday I saw “1”? The minute I pick it up.. 


but does fit Mr. B. ‘There is not the slightest hint by Starlight that she is 
changing personalities in her communication. Indeed her language implies 
distinctly that it is Mr. A. But the sitter remarks of it: “ Mr. B.’s hair is 
described correctly, but Mr. A.’s hair was light and not brown at all. Mr. 
B.’s hair was slightly curly. I thought his hair was pretty and would not 
agree with Starlight.” 


69. The sitter comments on the passage about the communicator’s put- 
ting his hand to his head as follows: “ He certainly did have the habit, Mr. 
B., of putting his hand to his head. He was at times absent minded. He 
had some trouble with his head and his friends were uneasy about it at times. 


He was a brainy and intellectual man, but at times distracted and absent 
minded.” 


70. Of this paragraph the sitter writes: ‘“‘ Mr. B. indeed had many prob- 
lems confronting him. Possibly he died at the right time.” ‘I make the best 
of things and let the rest go’ is just Mr. B.’s attitude of mind.” 


71. The article used at the sitting was an old hat band, and the sitter 
remarks of the allusion here: “ Mr. B. was not the ‘hat band man’. Mr. A. 
was this. ‘The two communicated the day before.” 

This instance of confusion is an interesting one, as it shows how Star- 
light may not get the communicator of incidents correctly tho she gets the 
incidents themselves correctly. 
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(Yes?) 

I see “ L,” again. 

(Yes?) 

Doesn’t seem as though it is left over. It seems to be more 
as though he just writes it; prints it, you know. 

(Yes? The letter “L,”?) 

The letter “L,”. There seems to be some significance to it or 
he would not put it down the second time. 

(That seems to be so, too. You keep on trying; you will get 
there.) [72.] 

You’re awfully encouraging. [Pause.] There is..This man 
has been gone a little while, you know; quite a little while, because 
I..I don’t feel the recent touch with earth. 

(Yes?) 

But more as though he had passed out quite a little while ago; 
and it seems as though, when I go to this. .his burial place, it is a 
distance away, you know; as though he would say, “I”, and it is 
just like I catch from him—‘“ My body is buried quite a way from 
here”. 

(Yes, that is right.) [73.] 

“T never go there”. As though there would be nothing that 
would take him to that especial place. 

(Yes?) 

But not far from there is something of interest to him, you know. 

( Yes?) 

Not far from the burial place is a center of interest to him. You 
understand ? 

(Yes, yes.) [74.] 

[Pause.] I am awfully afraid of you! 

(Why, why, Starlight! Why should you be afraid of me?) 

I don’t know why it is. 

(I am very fond of little girls.) 

Are you? 

(Oh, my yes!) 

Well, I don’t know why it is, but I just get afraid every time I 
try to say anything to you. 


72. Apparently the letter L was to make the distinction which Starlight 
had confused in the reference to the “hat band man”. The letter L was 
the initial letter of Mr. A.’s middle name. 


73. There is again a sudden change to Mr. B., taking the incident as our 
guide to the meaning. The sitter remarks: “ Mr. A.’s body was buried in 
ground a long distance away. Mr. B.’s was deposited in a vault. 


74. The place of “ special interest” might apply to the homes of both of 
the men. They lived in the same place. But the meaning is not definitely 
enough indicated to say that this is the reference. 
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(Oh, you must not be afraid of me.) 
I still want to keep to this special man. 
(Yes, very well.) 


[Pause.] Would you know what he means when he says, “ My 


books have been moved ”? 


(“My books have been moved ” ?) 
Yes. 


(Well, some of his books, I suspect, have been moved.) 
Since he went? I don’t mean just moved from one shelf to 


another. 


(No; moved to another place.) 

Moved from the place where he left them. 

(I suspect that is true; yes.) [75.] 

And I heard him say it. I just tell you the things that I hear 


definite. . 


- (Yes, I suspect some of his books have been moved since he left.) 
They had to be, he says. 

(Yes?) 

“And I am satisfied with the disposition of them ”. 

(Yes.) [76.] 


Then he speaks again and he says, “ My papers were all put 


together to look over later”. 


(Yes?) 

That has never been done. 

(Oh, he..It hasn’t been? I will see about that.) 

They put them altogether. 

(Yes?) 

And they never have gone thoroughly at it. 

(I see.) 

Just picked away at them. 

(I understand.) 

I doubt if there is anything that will be much of a revelation. 
(Yes?) [77.] 

If there had been, or was expected to be, they would have gone 


at it before. You understand? 


bilities of the reference become a little clearer immediately. 


(I do. I understand.) 
There’s three things he said: Now, let me see: One..There 
75.. The books of both men were moved after their deaths. The possi- 


76. The statement here about the books applies to those of Mr. A. The 


sitter remarks: “‘ There was a definite reason for moving them, as they were. 
rather gay books.” 


77. The statement about the papers would apply to those of both men, 


except that those of Mr. A. “ would reveal nothing” while those of Mr. B. 


were all in order and did not require going over. 
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is another thing that I hear him say: “I like boys”. You know.. 
as though a definite word: “TI like boys.” 

(I see.) 

Do you know if he did? 

(1 think he and I were; all of us..fond of boys, yes.) 


Well, it seems to be some particular reason for it, you know. 
(I see.) 


As though, “I like boys.” 
(Yes, yes.) [78.] 
hen, you know. .I keep. .He is getting stronger. He is talking, 
himself, you know. 

(I see.) 

I am getting things from him, but it is as though he is speaking, 
himself. 

(Yes? That is nice.) 

Here is another statement he makes. 

(Yes?) 

“T studied for one thing and did another.” 

(Ah!) 

Do you know if that is true? 

(Yes. He may have done that, too.) 

That is what he says. There is no question about it. He just 
makes it a statement. I think he decides to give us a statement 
and then to drop it, you know. 

(I thought. .that is true.) [79.] 


He says so. “I never regretted it. Sometimes I thought I might 
do the other.” 


(Yes?) 
“Later or sometime. But I never did and don’t care, you know.” 
(I understand.) [80.] 
[Pause.] I am just waiting for him to tell me something. It 
seems as though it is better than for me to try.. 
(Oh, you’re doing very well. You will get it all straight.) 
You must not encourage me unless it is really true. 


78. On the statement, “TI like boys” the sitter comments: “ ‘I like boys’ 
is nonsense, but if he had said ‘I like boys’ books’ it would have been good 
evidence, as he, Mr. B., would read and delighted in boys’ books. These 
boys’ books were Henty’s ‘Men of Iron’, ‘The Young Carthagenian’, etc. 
I think he read them to rest his mind.” 


79. In regard to his study and profession the sitter says: “Mr. B. 
_ studied and practiced medicine for some years, and then gave it up and en- 
gaged in the management of his estate.” 


80. The sitter writes that he never heard the man express any regrets 


about the course he adopted. “I knew he never did and never cared to ‘do 
the other’”. 
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(No, I know.) 

He shows me a pair of cuff links. 

(Yes?) 

And he just takes them up, you know, and looks at his cuffs 
and then takes them up and shows them to me. They are linked 
and after his passing they were given to someone else. Did he 
have a brother left? [81.] 

(No, no. He hadn’t a brother. Yes, he had, too, if it is the 
person I am thinking of.) 

It is this one. [Indicating hat band. ] 

(Yes, he had a brother.) 

Well, do you know if there was something given to his brother ? 

(No, but I can ascertain.) 

It seems like these links were given to his brother. 

(Yes, yes.) [82.] 

I think that the brother and he were not very close friends. 

(Yes?) 

Nothing between them, you know, of trouble, but just geogra- 
phically, yousknow. Seems more that. 

( Yes.) 

And there is no great suffering by the brother on account of this 
one’s going and none on this one because of separating from the 
brother, but a few things were sent him, you know. 

( Yes.) 

And among them I see these. They are not particularly expen- 
sive, but they..they are a token, you know. 

(Yes, I see.) 

Are you a smoker? 

(Yes, yes.) [83.] 


81. Respecting the cuff buttons the sitter says: “ Mr. B. wore cuff links. 
I had intended to put them in his shirt for the funeral and then concluded not 
to do so. They were given to some one else.” 


82. The sitter was somewhat confused as to the communicator. It was 
Mr. A. that could be called the “hat band man”, not Mr. B. Mr. A. had a 
brother, but no cuff links were given to him. 


83. Apparently there is a sudden change to Mr. B. in the reference to 
the relationship between the communicator and his brother. The sitter re- 
marks: “ Mr. B. and his son-in-law were not emotional friends. The state- 
ment does not fit Mr. A., the separation was more geographical than mental. 
So the statement is about right regarding the feeling between Mr. B. and his 
son-in-law.” 

The explanation of the statement spontaneously by reference to “ geo- 
graphical” relations is most interesting. It first appears in the assertion that 
they were “not close friends.” The terms “close friends” normally refers 
to emotional considerations, but the later explanation indicates that the term 
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Was he, too? 

( Yes.) 

I thought so. You know, did he..Do you want me to tell you? 
I think he smokes a pipe. Do you know if he did? 

(No, I think, Starlight, he did not smoke a pipe.) 

Well, do you? 

(No.) 

Well, I see a pipe here. 

(Yes?) 

Now, I will tell you: Somebody gave him a pipe. 

(Yes, it might have been that way.) 

And let me show you what it is like. It is not a briar—Do you 
know a briar pipe? ; 

(Oh, yes; I know a briar pipe.) 

This is a pipe that is fat and kind of..just a little crooked, and 
it was a gift. All at once I saw it, you know, and it doesn’t look. .it 
is like a blue case; blue lined and little. .some little. .I don’t know 
whether an amber mouthpiece, but it is a nice little,pipe. It was 
given him. Now, can you find out? 

(Indeed, I will.) 

‘Because he puts that pipe right down here beside these things 
and he laughs, you know, as though he..Well, I don’t know what 
he smoked; I didn’t see him smoking, but I saw this thing down 
here. 

(That is right. I will find out.) [84.] 

Now, I will tell you why I think he did not smoke a pipe. He is 
too busy in the first place. Pipe’s a lot of care. 

(Yes, that is true, too.) 


You have to fill it and do all sorts of things. Cigar you can 
take and smoke and toss away. 


(You seem to know a good deal about cigars.) 


“close” is taken in a spatial sense. Is it probable that the pictographic pro- 
cess has to resort to spatial symbols for more than one relationship between 
people? Appearing “close” in the symbolic picture would usually mean 
family relationship with degrees expressed by the distance in the picture. 
But here the effort would be to express distance in space, which would be 
true of Mr. B. and his son-in-law. 

“ A few things were sent to the son-in-law of Mr. B. Among them were 
these cuff links, I think.” 


84. Again a confusion of personalities. The reference to smoking, as 
indicated by context would refer to Mr. B. But it was Mr. A. who smoked 
incessantly. Some one did give him a pipe. It was a briar pipe, as stated 
by the control. The sitter knew nothing about its origin, but inquired of his 
widow and she said it had been given to him. 
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I do know a little about them and I believe in them. I think 
they soothe men’s nerves many times. 

(They do.) [85.] 

He laughs, too, himself. Now..[Pause.] This man has got 
very white hands. They..I don’t know that they are..They are 
not particularly like a lady’s hand, but they are soft, you know. 
They are not hands that work much; not. .that is, not physical work. 

(No.) . 

He works with his head and hands a little, but only as obedient 
to the brain. 

(Yes.) 


Now, he has..This perhaps you know: Did he have big sheets 
of paper, square paper, where he writes things on and then pulls 
up the ends, looking them over, you know, as though they were 
like notes and things that he writes out? 

(Yes.) 

Almost like prepared papers? 

(I understand. ) 

Do you know if he did that? 

(I think he may have had those notes.) 

I see square slips. It is not a block, but it is like papers that he 
just takes and picks over and over until he gets that thing he wants 
and he sees it. He is logical. Whatever he thinks out, he thinks 
in a logical fashion. I see this. He writes very well when he is 
not hurried and when he is hurried, he makes a funny little remark: 
“ The devil couldn’t read it!” Isn’t it funny of him to say that? 

Yes; that is characteristic. ) 

Is it characteristic? 

(Yes.) [86.] 

It seems just as, when he got hurried, he himself could not, you 
know. Isn’t that funny? 

( Yes.) 

But he makes a very peculiar “ y” to his letters. I don’t mean 
capitals, but the small ones, as though they are rather peculiar. 
They’re cut off, you know, kind of cut off y’s; isn’t that funny? 


85. It is interesting to note that the control or communicator asserts that 
he did not smoke the pipe, but smoked cigars. The sitter remarks of the inci- 
dent: “‘ He did not smoke a pipe and was too busy to do it, for the very reason 
stated. He smoked cigars only. He had his pockets full of cigars all the 
time and used to smoke one after another, tossing away the stumps.” 


86. At the “ Pause” there was evidently a change of personality in the 
mind of the control. The description, remarks the sitter, applies to the John 
mentioned previously. He was a bank officer and worked as described. He 
did use big sheets of paper as indicated. ‘“‘ His writing was hard to read, I 
think, as he had gout in his fingers. He wore a finger stall on one finger.” 
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(I shall have to see about that.) 
Do you know his writing? 
(Yes, I think I should know it if I saw it. I could tell about 

that.) [87.] 

Do you know anything..I keep asking you questions, but you 
don’t mind ? 

(Not at all; no.) 

There is a..Let me see..[Pause.] Do you know if he expected 
to die? 

(I don’t suppose he did. No; hardly.) 

Do you know if he had ever had any sort of an illness and an 
operation in the past? 

(No, I think not, Starlight. Nothing.) 

There is something that he went through, you know, like almost 
like a strain, you know.. 

(Yes, yes.) 

As if it is years before he went away, because he speaks of 
that, you know, as though..why, then he might not have been so 
surprised. Then, that passed away and he was surprised when he 
did so. 

(I see.) [88.] 

You see, more that thing * * * He called you “ Old boy”. 
For fun, you know. , 

(Certainly. ) 

Like a little. 

(Jollity ?) 

Good comradeship. There is an awfully good comradeship be- 
tween you two, as though you would..you would know each other 
and have a good many things in common and not always agree and 
yet you would be good friends, you know. 

(Yes, that sounds right.) 

And I think he never quarrelled with people. He had a very 
strong will of his own. : 


( Yes.) 

But if people could not agree with him, he let them alone and 
never, never quarrelled. He is a peaceable man. p 

( Yes.) 


And he was a man who met other men with big ideas, you know, 
as though they were..He would frequently have talks with these 


87. Of the reference to the peculiar way of making the letter “y” the 
sitter says that he has no knowledge of the manner. If it were confirmed it 
would be an excellent piece of evidence. 


88. The reference to an operation receives the following comment by the 
sitter : “ This John was operated upon years before his death. The operation 
was not at all a serious one.” 


4 
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men and they would talk things over and when they did not agree, 
why, he was not a man to make any fuss about it, you know. 

(Yes, I see.) [89.] 

I wonder if there was some especial thing you wanted from 
him. Was there? 

(No, Starlight, I just wanted to see if I could. ) 

Get anything from him? 

(Yes. That would make it clear to me that it was he.) 

Well, these things are not very striking, but.. 

(Oh, the little things are, after all, the things that tell, you know.) 

Are you a scientist, too? 

(Slightly. 

That is what Dr. Hydop always says: “ The little things tell.” 

( Yes.) 

There is another... You know, all at once I hear him laugh and 
when he laughs, it is infectious. You just couldn’t help laughing 
with him. He isn’t one of those sort of people who slap their sides 
or that sort of thing, but it is right down in his stomach, you know, 
a real, hearty laugh comes right from him, you know ; that is his way. 

(Contagious. ) 

You know, he is a man who runs the whole gamut, from the 
intensity in mirth to the same in expression. If he is intent on a 
thing, why he just pushes right ahead to that thing. 

( Yes.) 

He says.. You know, there are other men than you that he was 
associated with, because he says, “ Some of them have”. . You know, 
I think he has communicated before. Do you know if he has? 

‘(I think possibly he may have, Starlight. Possibly he may have. 
I rather think he has; yes. If it is the person I have in mind, 
he has.) [90.] 

I think so, because he seems to have communicated, you know. 
As though you are only one of many that he would be expected 


to communicate with, and he says, “ Keeps me at it all the time, but 
I am willing to be kept at it.” 


89. “This John and I were good comrades always, and the expression 
“Old Boy’ expresses the idea well enough. He never quarreled with people 


tho he had a strong will of his own. He was a peaceable man. He was also 
a man of large ideas.” 


90. There is a change of communicators again, but this time it is indi- 
cated tho without doing it by name. Of him and the passage the sitter says: 
“Mr. A., whom the facts fit, was a man of infinite zest, mirth and humor. 
He used to keep us all laughing. How I used to laugh. He had intensity 


in mirth and the expression of it. He was a believer in spiritualism and told 
me that he had communicated with the dead.” 
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(Yes, I see.) [91.] 

He wanted to. That was his way. Do you know anything about 
his gloves ? 

(Gloves ?) 

Yes. 


(No, I don’t know anything about his gloves, Starlight.) 

You don’t know whether they have been used, do you, for him 
to come back by? 

(I don’t know if they have been used.) 


He puts down a pair, you know, as though somebody had had 
his gloves. 


(Yes, I understand.) 

I don’t know whether that is true, or not. 

(No.) [92.] 

Now, let me see what else. He keeps getting behind me [Looking 
over right shoulder], as if he were trying to make my brain catch 
what he wants me to say. Did he have a title? 

(No. I know he hadn’t a title, if it is the one I am thinking of, 
Starlight. ) 

There is something that people call him, you know. It is not 
exactly like his name. 

( Yes.) 

But as though it is something they call him almost like a title. 
You don’t know anything like that? 

(No. That I do not recall but it may have been some others did 
so without my knowledge, you know.) 

It is like a little. .I don’t know. .It is not like “ Professor ”’, or 
anything like that, but it seems as though it is almost like. . well, 
same as some people call one “ Doc.” 

(I understand. An abbreviation. Now, try on and see if you 
can’t work that out.) 

Well, do you know if he had anything like that? 

(No, but if you were to get it a little clearer I might be able 
to recognize something. ) 

Oh! 


91. Of this paragraph the sitter writes: “ His wife told me she had com- 
municated with him and I am fully satisfied that others tried it. He was the 
only one of my friends who believed in it and he is the only communicator 
who says this to me, and naturally.” 


92. Again there is confusion about the relevance of the message about 
the gloves. The manner of giving the message and the context imply that the 
incident refers to Mr. A. But it refers to Mr. B. If A. was speaking of 
him it is clear. But the sitter remarks of the incident: “I used to take Mr. 
B.’s gloves and it made him furious. I do not know whether his gloves have 
ever been used with a medium.” 
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(Yes. You try again.) 

It is something. .I know that..like an appellation, you know; 
something that the appellation means. 

(I understand.) 

A word; a name in a way, isn’t it, that is applied? 

(Now, try on.) 

There is something like that that I.. 

(Get him to give you that, if he can.) 

Do you know who “ Doc” is? Is it anyone associated with him 
who would be “ Doc?” 

(Well, he and I had friends who were addressed, too, you know.) 

That you would call “ Doc?” 

(No, we would not call them “ Doc.” ) 

No? Then..Then is a short, short name, like “ Doc.” I keep 
hearing it. Of course, I know you are not a minister, but a minister 
wouldn’t smoke as much as you do, would he? [93.] 

RY don’t think a minister would smoke as much as I do, Star- 
light. ) 

Unless he was a Unitarian. 

(Unless he was a Unitarian.) 

The old-fashioned kind leave it off for the after-life. 

(They will smoke more in the next world than they do in this.) 

Some of them may. I don’t mean hell, but they may smoke of 
indignation to think they didn’t have more sense. 

(Certainly. We do that in this world.) 

I see a big letter “ P.” 

(Yes?) 

Do you know if that had anything to do with him? 

(Now, see if you can’t get some letters to that, too. See if you 
can’t get some others. It will come a little clearer.) 

That is a capital letter, you know, like “P”, “P.” It isn’t 
“ Prof.” is it? 

(Now, try on.) 

“ P, R..” 

(Try on now, and see if you can’t get that.) 

Looks like “P, R,O”; “P, R, F..” Are you a Professor? 

(No, I am not a Professor, Starlight.) 

Was he? 

(No.) 

Well, what is “ P, R, O, F” for? 

(Now, see if you can’t get it a little clearer than that? Try 
again; you will succeed, maybe.) 

Do you know whether it means anything especial? 


93. Mr. B., whose gloves had just been mentioned, was a physician and 
so had a title. Mr. A. did not. The sitter explains that he was thinking of 
Mr. A. when he denied the statement of the communicator or Starlight. 
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(“ Prof.” doesn’t.) 

Well, what is this “ P” ‘for? 

(Well, I want to see if you can’t get it clearer and then I might 
have some idea. Try again and you may succeed.) 

“P.” I don’t see any more than that. “P, A..” [Turning to- 
ward right shoulder.] Speak to me and then I can see what I see. 
Do you know the kind of a day it was when he was buried? 

(No, I cannot recall.) [94.] 

You don’t know whether it rained or not? 

(No, I don’t know whether it rained or whether it was a bright 
day when he was buried. ) 

Seems like rain. As though he says, “Tell him it rained the 
day I was put away”, you know. 

(1 will find out about that.) 

Any time you want me to leave him and try the other, I will, 
only I thought I would keep on until I got something. 

(Just as you like, Starlight.) [95.] 

All at once, just as I touch this hat band, I hear a bell and 
see a small bell that is..It is very ordinary looking little bell and I 
don’t know what it could possibly have to do with him, but it isn’t 
electric, or anything like that. It is a little hand bell and whether. . 
It seems one that has been in the family, you know; as though it 
is one that. .I don’t think he especially used it but as though it had 
been in the family and was passed along and it is like one of those 
brass and that you just ring, you know, with your hand, and I would 
think that that bell had some connection across the water; that it 
had come across and that it has some especial connection with him. 
Now, do you know anything about that? 

(I can find out about that very easily. It may very well be that 
way and I will find out certainly.) 

And it seems right beside this..that he puts it down and it 
doesn’t seem to be his, particularly, only that it is—er— 


94. The sitter remarks of the letter ‘P’: “The first letter in the last 
name of Mr. B.’s devoted friend, who grieved and grieved over his death. 
Mr. B. loved and adored this person ‘ P’, tho not a relative. The title ‘ pro- 
fessor’ does not fit him, but the full name had ten letters in it while ‘ pro- 
fessor’ has nine.” 


95. The allusion to the funeral and weather fits the John previously 
mentioned. No hint from Starlight comes that there is a change of com- 
municator, but rather the context would imply that the relevance is to the Mr. 
P. Of the reference the sitter says: “ It was fine weather for the funeral of 
Mr. A. and Mr. B., but not so of this John. I had to inquire of the funeral 
director, however, to ascertain this fact. I did not wish to betray to him 
what I had been doing and so I remarked to him, ‘It was well you had fine 
weather for John’s funeral’, and he replied, ‘It rained so hard we could 
hardly bury him.’” 
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( Associated ?) 
Yes. 
(I see.) [96.] 


It is one. .that it is just an ordinary bell, you know. There is.. 
I told you yesterday, I guess, that his father was in the spirit? 

( Yes.) 

Because he is with him. Did you know his father, at all? 

(I knew him very slightly.) 

He was an old-fashioned gentleman, wasn’t he? 

( Yes.) 


Not mean. He is very..very..er..curt, almost, you know, and 
he is * * °* Perhaps that is too clear-cut a word for him, but 
he is kind.. But you don’t get much out of him. He keeps his 
thoughts to himself and thinks a lot when he does speak; why, it is 
an independent old man, you know; that sort of a man. 

(Yes, that is true, I suspect.) [97.] 

And they are often together. The relationship is good. They 
understand each other better in the spirit than they did here. They 
would not always agree, here, but from the spirit they understand 
each other very much better, you know. 

(I understand.) [98.] 

But he doesn’t speak of his mother, at all. He just speaks of 
his father. But there are..Now, I have only talked about men 
with you two. He has got some other people that are left back, 
as though I go to a family circle, you know where he would be 
interested, and those people would be looking for something from 
him, you know; call for some word, and he says, “ Coming back 
to the bell brings me into the relationships at home, you know.” 

(Yes.) [99.] 

And in that home there seems to be..there is a woman, you 
know, that I find, whose..She is good..I told you yesterday, too, 


96. The reference to the bell receives this comment: “ Mr. B.’s daughter 
was abroad when I was holding these sittings and while there bought a bell 
answering to this description.” 

97. Mr. B.’s father is dead. “The description of him is exact. He 
always dressed in old-fashioned clothes. During his lifetime he was com- 
mented upon for this and his old-fashioned manner. He was said to be very 
penurious and close. Mr. B. always told me his father was ‘not mean’. He 
was a very independent man and curt. The description is absolutely correct.” 

98. Of this passage the sitter remarks: “ It is absolutely correct. Mr. 
B. used to regret that he had not understood his father better during his life. 
He used to tell me so.” 

99. The sitter thinks the statements in this paragraph are relevant, but 
they are not evidential enough to require special comment. 
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about a woman that was independent, don’t you know, and you 
said you didn’t know anything about it. 

(1 remember. ) 

I still find an independent woman, you know, that is here alive, 
that had some association with him and rather..I don’t know how 
close it is but it is, in a way, an association with him, and a woman, 
I should think, that is quite good size, you know; rather plump and 
medium height and a good-sized woman, but rather an independent 
person. Now, do you know anything about a woman like that? 

(I shall have to inquire about that and then I will see.) 

Oh, you don’t know some of these things? [100.] 

(No, I don’t know some of them, but I can find out, Starlight.) 

All right; what do you want him to talk to you for? Because 
you love.. 

(So that I may know that it is he and so that I will know 
that there is a world after this. ) 

I thought so. I didn’t think it was so much a love. It is a love, 
but it isn’t that you want him to come back and say, “I am fond 
of you.” 

(Yes, I was fond of him.) 

You want to know that it is not a shadow? 

(Yes, you guessed it, all right.) 

I “ guessed it” is good. 

(That is a very jolly little girl, Are you afraid of me now?) 

Not se much. I am not afraid of you as a man, but I am afraid 
of your brain, somehow. I don’t know how it is, but I just feel a 
certain. .no, it isn’t exactly consciousness, but I had got to be so 
particular what I put down before you, you know. Some people 
you can talk with and you don’t feel that every word is measured, 
but with you I feel that every word I am saying is measured. 

(You must not mind that.) [101.] 

Well, you know, when it is, you have to be careful of the 
language. 

(Well, that is what I have to be in my life.) 


100. Respecting the woman described the sitter says: “ This woman I 
know well. She is an excellent and an independent woman. Mr. B. hada 
high estimate of her character. She took care of his daughter and still does. 
She lived with the daughter for many years and still lives with her. ‘ As- 
sociation’ is the right word. She was a domestic servant and almost a 
friend.” 


101. The sitter remarks that the statements of Starlight at this point are 
correct as to his character. I know this to be true. He had been extra- 
ordinarily sceptical and careful in his reading and evidently, whether super- 


normally or by the cautiousness of his manner and statements, Starlight had 
become afraid of her ability to satisfy him. 
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[Pause.] Now, let me see: You must have had some evidence 
before this. Not through me, you know, but through somebody else ? 

(No.) 

You have been thinking about these things for quite awhile, 
havn’t you? 

(Yes, that is right.) 

Because it seems as though, every little while, something floats 
to you and it is suggestive of the other life and yet you hang here 
with an “If”, you know. 

( Yes.) 

In your heart I believe you half know it, as though intuitively, 
you know, the thing, you know; but that is not enough for you. 

(No, that is right.) 

Always here, in the head, is a fight between what your heart 
would believe.. Your heart is your spirit, you know..What your 


heart would believe and what you can logically prove to somebody 
else. 


(That is right.) [102.] 

That is an awful life! Oh, dreadful! 

(Well, you must cure me of that, Starlight.) 

It takes time, because it is a bad disease, but it is, really. .the 
hardest thing in the world to bring to a brain things that can be 
weighed and measured from a spirit, you know. 

(That is all right.) 

It is almost like an essence that defies you, just as the ether 
in the air, you understand. 

(I see; that is all right.) 

Heat. It is coming. .You have to make it gross and heavy and 
ponderable..Am I using good words? 

(For a little girl, you speak very great ones.) 

Well, you do have to do that. And that is where the difficulty 


comes,..in their transmuting it into the ponderable power ; that is 
the influence of the spirit. 


(That is right.) 
Now, let me see: [Pause.] You know, I would like to. .It 
seems to me that to work right along with you for weeks would 
be a good thing, you know. I don’t know whether..I..But some 
spirit. .to work right along with you, day after day; you will get 
the influence, bit by bit, bit by bit, until you get the mosaic; that is 
the only way your evidence will come. It won’t come with one 
big swoop, but it will come with the other.. 
(I see what you mean.) 
Now..Have you got a lot of books of your own? 


102. The sitter’s mind on this subject is again rightly diagnosed. He 
had been a materialist and sceptic, and it was only these records that finally 
convinced him, tho he could not answer the facts of Dr. Hodgson’s Report. 
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(Not a great many.) 

I see you at some books, you know; Your own. 

(Yes?) 

And, of course, “a lot” is a comparative term, always. You 
might not have a lot, compared to somebody else, but it looks quite 
a lot to me, as I look at it. There seems..I see you looking at 
these books and as though you don’t do it as much as you did; that 
you have sort of..You have got more things, you know as tho 
the books are sort of pushed away a little, through the stress of 
work and circumstances, you know; that they are put aside and 
that you are coming right down here to. .oh, a sort of a measuring 
system, you know. 

(Yes?) 

And there are articles and things that.. Because I can see you, 
as though you are at a table, where there are a number of things 
down ; things that you are looking at. 

(Yes?) 

They are almost mechanical, you know. Have you got anything 
that is almost a mechanical thing that you are interested in? 

(No, I have not, Starlight ; no.) 

I don’t believe you know what I mean. I don’t seem to be able 
to make it plain to you, but I see something that is almost like a 
mechanical arrangement, you know, and as though it is different 
bits around you and those things are so mechanical. .just as though I 
go around and just think and finally come to a point, you know. You 
don’t play any game, do you? 

(No, I do not play any game.) 

I don’t know what it is. 

(Well, I play sometimes ; little games.) 

Not with cards. It seems something else, as though it is more 
a mechanical thing. Have you got some other game you play.. 
Not with cards; more a mechanical thing? 

( Yes.) 

You sit down to it, because I see you sitting down to it. It 
seems as though this spirit knows something about it. I don’t know 
whether he played it with you or not, but it seems almost as though 
he is referring to that, you know; you understand? 

(Yes, I do.) 

Well, ain’t that funny? We didn’t expect that, you know, and 
it came, you know, so it.. You know..Some..You don’t play that 
as much as you did? 

(That is right.) 

But, once in awhile, you like it again, you know, just as though 
it is kind of “ Stirs me up; gives me a kind of a good feeling ”, and 
he says, “Go ahead; I like a game with you”, just like that, as 
though it would do him good to have it. That is so funny: I saw 


[ 
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this mechanical contrivance and I saw the books left and it seemed 
to me as though I wanted to do this. 

(You are doing very nicely.) 

A game would be work for you. You never play, like some 
people, for the sake of playing. You do it with all that mechanical 
way, you know; that you play to win, you know. 

(That is right.) [103.] 

I think you would be almost scientific. 

(Who does that game bring, little Starlight? Who does that 
game bring? See if that game won’t bring somebody.) 

Another spirit? Not this one, you mean? Did you have that.. 
Did you have something that belonged to that other one who came 
with the game? 

[Sitter opens a hat box and removes a man’s straw hat.] 

[To stenographer:| We are getting better, Miss Allen. 

(Stenographer: Yes, we are moving on.) 

[Takes straw hat.] Oh, what a difference! You know..I 
haven’t touched this before, have I? 

(No.) 

I know what it is, right off. It is a hat. 

(That is right.) 

I thought, first, it was a eae. You know, it is kind of like 
a basket, but all at once I saw that it was a hat..just a man’s straw 
hat. This.. his man is..He is..I don’t feel old with him, you 
know. I feel bright and independent and strong and a lot of 
things, but.. You know, Did this man have a smooth face? 

(Well, at one time; yes.) 

I see him, you know, with a smooth face, like a..Well,..But I 
mean not as a boy; I mean when he shaved. 

(Yes, he had smooth cheeks and chin.) 


No beard on him, because I just see this smooth face he had and 

a kind of a..He is nice looking, you know; he is really..I think 

he i is better looking than the other fellow was. Now, he says “ That 
is not..” [104.] 


(Now, Starlight, try and see if you can get his..Try and tell 
me what he looks like.) 


103. This is a long communication about a game of dominoes, as recog- 
nized by the sitter. He and his friend Mr. B. used often to play this game 
after dinner. They did not read books, but instead played this game. The 
constant reference to “measuring system” and “ mechanical arrangement” 
both indicated the game to the sitter and shows the limitations of Starlight 
in her interpretation of the pictorial images. 


104. The straw hat was one of Mr. B.’s. It was true that he had a 


smooth face. He was “ bright, independent and strong.” Mr. B. was better 
looking than Mr. A., according to sitter. 
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Yes. Well, the very first thing, when I see this..I see the 
smooth chin, you know and the smooth..But you know this man 
is not altogether dark, but I can see..You know, where a man 
shaves and you see the..some dark men show it more than. .He 
shows it like that, you know; as though it is a sort of clear dark, 
his skin is; but his eyes..Look! He has got dark lashes and brows 
and I can’t see whether his eyes are dark blue or brown but they 
are very sharp, piercing; Isn’t that like him? 

(Yes, that is something like him.) [105.] 

Now, he has got a very quick, energetic way and when he is 
busy he just settles right down as though he just drops the whole 
thing. Does a thing and then stops, instead of keeping it going all 
the time. But he has got very merry eyes, you know, when he looks 
at you. They are truthful eyes, in the first place. He just looks 
right into your face with such a truthful expression. No lying to 
him; that sort of a way. 

(Yes.) [106.] 

A very clear, distinct voice. Never mutters nor grumbles, but 
clear and distinct but low and sweet tone to his voice. 

(Good.) [107.] 

This man went away. .I find him going. . Well, you can’t exactly 
call it fading away, but it is not as quick as the other one did. 
It is rather a quick going, but still not like the other, you know. 
I feel a kind of a little illness and then I am gone, as though I 
make a little fight, but it is..Why, he is practically a dead man 
from the minute he is struck. You understand what I mean? The 
minute the illness came to him it just seemed as tho nothing could 
‘ be done. He was gone, you know. There are some people that 
you don’t..Unless a complication sets in, they have a chance, but 
he did not. It seems as though, from the very first, it was a fatal 
thing. 

(That is right.) 

You understand? 


(That is right.) [108.] 


105. The sitter remarks of this description that Mr. B. had a “clear 
dark skin”, had “ dark lashes and brows” and that he had “ piercing eyes.” 


106. The sitter comments on this passage as follows: “Mr. B. was 
‘quick and energetic.’ As to his truthfulness, he never exaggerated even. 
He was eminently truthful, as true as steel.” 


107. Of his voice the sitter says: “Mr. B.’s voice was low and well 
modulated. He had a cultivated voice and his friends remarked upon it.” 


108. This about the illness and death of the communicator fits Mr. B., 
and the sitter’s comment is as follows: “ Absolutely true in every detail and 
particular of Mr. B., who was taken with appendicitis, gangrene, and peri- 
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And he says that he never lost a moment of consciousness in 
the passage. That when he went to the spirit he was just as clear 
as when he was here, you know. He ought to make a splendid 
communicator because he has got a good, clear mind and a good, 
strong personality, you know. That is nothing against anybody 
else, you know, only that it is a part of him, you know. He is 
rather a good dresser, you know.. 

(Yes.) [109.] 

He is rather particular about the things he wears and, while he 
does not make life a burden to anybody, he is rather a particular 
personality. But look! He is not awfully stout. His shoulders are 
square but he is not what | call an awfully fat man. He just seems 
well built; well rounded out, as though he is slightly athletic, you 
know. You don’t think of him that way because he does not look 
especially athletic, but slightly so; not unusual. 

( Yes.) 

He likes the air and to walk when he is not tired. “ Not too 
far”, he says, you know, just that way; and he is interested in 
almost everything that comes along. But you tell him a story 
about something with a point and he is interested instantly and 
then he is interested in something else, you know. Just..mind of 
capacity to take in a lot of things; that is the way I see him. This 
is a lovable man, too. He has got a really lovable nature. 

Are you getting cold here? Is that air too much on you? I 
think you snuffed a little. [110.] 

(Yes, I did, but I don’t think that matters. No, but I think I 
will put that window down.) 

All right. 

| Window closed. ] 

That is very nice of you.) 

I like to look after folks as much as I can. Well. Do you know 
anyone connected with this man who begins with “ M ”? 

M ?) 

Right across the hat is “ M”, you know. 

( Yes.) 


tonitis ensued. He was operated upon at night at the hospital in a great 
hurry, so as to save him, but nothing could save his life. I hurried home to 
him, but he was dead when I arrived.” 


109, The sitter writes that he, Mr. B., had a splendid mind and was 
indeed a strong personality. He was always well dressed.” 


110. Mr. B., according to sitter’s statement, was particular about the 
things he wore, was not specially stout, but well built and rounded out, and 
was slightly athletic. ‘“ The description is a speaking photograph of him. 

He wished to be in the air all the time and was a great walker, and was lov- 
_able to the core.” 
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“M”. I would have thought it was a man. It doesn’t seem a 
woman’s name, but “ M Do you know anyone. . 

(No, I don’t, Starlight, know any “M”. Try again, now.) 

Yes, I will try, all right. There is an “M” and an “E” and 
they are both capital letters, you know. Both. .both seem to be. .I 
don’t think they are the same person. They seem to be two different 
people, but an “M” and an “E”. And now..Let me see if I can 
tell you something more about him. 1 don’t want to keep him too 
long.. 

(Stenographer: You have five minutes left, Starlight.) [111.] 

You know, I begin to like to work with you now. 

(Well, that is nice.) 

Because I begin to understand you better, you know. You have 
to understand people. 

(Yes, that is right.) 

Well, whether this hat suggests warm weather or not I don’t 
know. It naturally would, you know, because of its quality, but 
I see.. Have I seen this man before? Was he here yesterday? 

(I don’t know that he was, Starlight.) 

It doesn’t look like anybody that I have seen before. It seems 
a brand new spirit to me. 

(It may very well be so.) 

But I see just like sunshine and flowers and all of the summer 
weather and I see him as if when he was walking along out doors, 
he has this little habit of stopping to pick whatever. .almost absent- 
mindedly..as if he would pick a daisy or something and sort of 
plays with it. Of course, many people do that but it seems especially 
his own habit, and talking along about things in a very practical 
way. The man was strangely practical and poetical, as though ‘those 
two influences were ever balancing each other in him, and he says,. . 
Do you know, the first thing that impressed him was the beauty and 
the wonder and the clearness of things over here; that it seemed as 
though I had been seeing things in such a dim way when I was 
back in the life and he had had a sort of an indefinite notion about 
the other life; nothing definite; doesn’t seem to have taken it up as 
a study, as you have, but more as though. .Oh, a little off-hand way 
he would refer to the thing, but he was not specifically interested in 
the other life. You understand? 

(Yes.) [112.] 


111. The sitter had some confusion at the time as to who was meant by 
the initial M., but the records afterwards enabled him to explain its possible 
meaning. He says: “M. is the first letter in Mr. B.’s last name and E. is 
the first letter in his daughter’s name, his only child.” 


112. Of this description, which the sitter applies to Mr. B., he says: 
“He was fond of sunshine and flowers and when out walking would stop to 
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Now, he says, “ I would not be now, except that I suddenly feel 


such an impulse to help you and to make it clear to those I have 
left.” 


( Yes.) 

Now, he was not especially a lady’s man, but he. .he liked them, 
you know. 

(Certainly. ) 

They were * * * Heis * * * And he knew. .knew a 


good-looking woman from a homely one right away. He was quick 
to discern that sort of thing. 


(I understand.) 


There seems to be just the interest in people, as though he was 
constantly interested in people. Not so much what they did or 
what they thought, but this is for themselves, you know; what they 
appeared to be, I guess, you know. He had that sort of joy with 
them and liked them. He says, “I often come to you.” He gives 
that as a statement of his own. “I often come to you and I see you. j 
There is hardly any place that you go that you are not perfectly 
visible to me. Sometimes I put that down in my head..that I 
remember seeing you at such a place or doing such a thing, and then 
I don’t get a chance, or something happens, and it slips by me, but 
I want to do what I can to make your part of this effort clear.” 

That is what he says. 

(That is nice.) [113.] 

Now, there is * * * Have you got somebody in the spirit 
named “ Sarah?” 

(No, Starlight, I can’t recall anyone named “ Sarah.’’) 

Are you sure of that? 

(I should have to think it over. I cannot at present think of 
anyone. ) 

There is a real old lady; she is very like a grandmother but you 
would know your grandmother’s name, wouldn’t you. She is short; 

a woman who is not well kept up, you know, like old ladies some- 
times are, and she wears a little sort of a headdress. It is, I think, 
black, you know. ~It looks like a bit of black lace and a little 
purple or lavendar ribbons in it; and very, very wrinkled! Oh, so 


pick up things, as here indicated, and he did it absent-mindedly. It was more 
especially a habit with him than with people commonly. He was both prac- 
tical and poetical and these two influences gave him poise. He had not 
studied the subject of psychic research as I did. I used to startle him with 
new thought on it. I often talked with him on the subject, but he manifested 
little interest in it, just as described here.” 


113. “Mr. B.”, writes the sitter, “liked ladies tho not especially a lady’s 
man. He admired the sex, but he was a clean virtuous man. He was always 
interested in people and this for themselves.” 
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wrinkled! Age. She shows age, you know; that she had great 
age; and very pleasant. Dear old lady. But she is “ Sarah”, and 
she has had an association with you somewhere in your life, you 
know, like a relative. And the funniest thing: This man has 
met her in his..I suppose in his..as he says.. peregrinations, he 
has come across her ; found her as a sort of guide to you, as though 
her influence was motherly and kind. Goodness knows, you need 
somebody to guide you, don’t you? There is an awful lot of need, 
you know, for the helpfulness from the spirit. I don’t think you 
are bad, or anything, you know, but. .Oh, you cannot quite get along 
and do things your own way and get along all right, but a guide 
will come in handy. 

(That is about right.) [114.] 

I just see that one. You will be surprised when you go over, 
to see how much these people have been near you, you know, and 
they guided you and helped you. I suppose I will have to go now. 

(I suppose Starlight, that is so. That is a very good conclusion. } 

Do you feel better? [Shakes hands.] I didn’t even ask to take 
your hands this time. 

(You’re not so much afraid of me now?) 

I am not afraid of you now. I guess we will get along all right. 

[Sitter bundles up cravat, hat band, straw hat, etc.] 

What a lot of things they have to bring, don’t they? 

( Sometimes. ) 

It is good, I suppose. 

(Stenographer: It is supposed to help you. Do you think it 
does ?) 

Not always. Depends. Sometimes it helps the spirit more than 
it helps me. Here is where the secret of it is: 

( Where ?) 

That man, when he puts that hat in a box to bring here, practically 
sends a message to the owner of that hat, asking him to come. The 
very act sends out into the spirit land a message to the owner of 
the hat to come here. That is about all it does. It brings him, 
because he. .every expression you have goes out and hits something 
and usually hits the fellow it is intended for, whether it is love 
or hate or desire or whatever it is, and that brings that spirit back 
here and then, when he gets here, he has probably been in the room 


114. The name Sarah has some interest. The sitter did not recognize 
it, and had to make special inquiries to ascertain its relevance. He makes the 
following note on it: 

“T had to visit the home of Mr. B. to find out whether the name Sarah 
had any pertinence. I found that the name was the name of the first woman 
in Mr. B.’s genealogy. She was also my relative. She was a very old lady 
and did have an association far back in years with me as a relative, tho I 
knew nothing about her.” 
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all the time while I was talking about the other one, but the other 
one was here yesterday and I caught him first, you know; caught 
his influence and then began to speak about it. Wasn’t the hat one 
[belonging to] the one that played the game with you? 

( Yes.) 

Well, the game came, probably, through him. His hat did not 
bring it, but he had come and he recalled it. You understand? 
( Yes.) 


So all those things ; they dont do so much for me as they center 
your thought on your spirit friends and they follow them. It’s a 
very common expression, but it is the way a dog scents the ground ; 
while it sounds awfully common speaking of that, it is practical, 
you know. They follow the scent. But they are first attracted by 
your desire; not by the hat. It is because the scent is around that 
hat. If you sat right down in your room before you came and sent 
a word to that man, like sending your thought out wherever he is— 
somewhere in God’s universe he must be—and, wherever he is, you 
sent your thought out to him and he catches it and he comes. Never 
a thought goes astray. It is only that you do not respond to them 
always, but the spirit usually does. Of course, not always, but 
usually. 

(I see; yes.) 

Well, I guess that is all now. Good bye. [Shakes hands.] 

[Sitter leaves room. ] 

Has that man got black eyes? 

(Stenographer: Dark brown, yes.) 

But he is a nice man. I am glad that I could see his eyes so 
well. I just felt them on me all the time I was talking. Isn’t that 
funny? He is not awfully fat, either, is he? 

(Indeed, he is not.) 

No. I know that, too. I. just knew that. Isn’t that funny? 
Well, do you think we did better this morning? 

(Oh, my ; yes.) 

Lots of things he doesn’t know, you know and he has to look 
them up. I always dread to have them look them up. I know I 
am a spirit and, knowing that I am a spirit, I am anxious to have 
them know that all people become spirit and can live and can 
communicate, and so I get awfully anxious for them to know it. 

(Why are you so anxious? I think Mrs. Piper doesn’t:care.) 

The only way to do your work well is if you care and are careful. 
You take anybody in any work; take a piano-player: He has to be 
careful. 


(Yes, but he should not be so careful as to get nervous and get 
his fingers trembling.) 

No, he must not get over-nervous, but you must care. There 
is a medium line there—not to get over-anxious. I would not want 
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to get so I would not care. I don’t want not to care. It is not that 
it is more pleasure to; it is because I am alive. 

Good bye. 

(Good bye, Starlight.) 

*Spose my medy will be here this afternoon and to-morrow. 
Perhaps that man will come back to-morrow. 

( Maybe.) 

I don’t care, you know. 


Incidents. 


INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been fur- 
nished by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given 
unless withheld by his own request. 


The following record was the result of an experiment with 
a clergyman who had had several borderland experiences in 
his life and had become impressed with the possibilities of 
psychic research from them. He had also had several ex- 
periences somewhat like the present one and owing to the 
hampering of his liberties in the discussion of social questions 
in connection with his religious work was tempted to give his 
services to psychic research. The present experiment was 
designed to help in the decision, and tho there were traces of 
the supernormal in it, the evidence indicated the need of long 
experimentation and training. It is published here as an 
illustration of what may be lurking in the background of many 
a man or woman, if only there were the time and means to 
develop capacities that might be made useful. We could 
prove nothing of importance by such cases in the stage indi- 
cated, but experience with similar ones where there was time 
for frequent experiment showed favorable results. Oppor- 
tunity, courage, and patience in such cases would undoubt- 
edly effect much and at the same time demonstrate the possi- 


bilities which we do not ordinarily suspect in this field.— 
Editor. 


INCIPIENT MEDIUMSHIP. 


June 3, 1908, 8.15 P. M. 

We sat down at this time to have an experiment and a previ- 
ous arrangement was made that my stenographer, Miss Allen, 
should try to put one of the controls of Miss Gaule on the track 
of finding out what I was doing. Miss Allen did not know what 
experiment I was going to perform. We sat until 10 minutes 
to 9. Soon after sitting down, Mr. Collison began to show slight 
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convulsive movements and grunts, then to laugh very vigorously. 
In a moment he began to speak and it was clear that the language 
was Indian; it was broken English after the Indian type. I could 
catch only a few words. The following will indicate what I say 
about it: 

“Ha! Ha! What say me come. What say. You say me 
come”. During this there were interruptions of violent mus- 
cular activity, shaking of the hands, very loud laughing and 
grunting. In a moment he recovered normal consciousness and 
remarked: “I don’t like that”. He had been trying to control 
it but could not do so. I simply remarked that it was all right, 
not to worry about it, and he again went through a very violent 
convlusion and evidence of control, but this time with no talking. 
The laughter and shouting was so loud that he might have been 
heard on the street, and he stretched his legs, threw his arms 
about and fell on the floor. Toward the end of it he said 
“Mother, mother”, and began apparent crying and rubbing his 
leg very vigorously. When he slightly recovered his normal 
state, he told me that his leg was badly cramped. I asked him 
why he spoke of mother. He said “Don’t know”. He then 
began again to go into the trance and uttered the word James, 
and then purposely stopped it, as he did not wish such violent 
exhibitions. I then talked with him a little bit and he said that 
he had been told that the proper way was to ask questions and 
ask the control in order to keep that control calm. We then 
tried the experiment again. This put an end to my making 
notes. I could not take as full an account of what occurred as 
was desirable, but when he began to go into the trance again, I 
began questioning the Indian control. I should say first, how- 
ever, that this time the control kept himself fairly well in hand 
and the violence disappeared. There was an expression of great 
satisfaction about the face and manner and desire to communi- 
cate. 

Frequent explosive statements of a desire to help the world 
occurred. I askéd him if he saw any of my friends there. He 
said Yes, 1, 2, 3,5, 6”. I asked him to tell me who any one of 
them was and he remarked, my mother. I carried on a series of 
questions with her about her communicating with me and she 
said she had communicated with me many times. I asked a 
number of questions about the old home, and some answers were 
given that were not at all relevant. I could not recognize any- 
thing from what was said. There was apparent dissatisfaction 
on the part of the control. When I asked my mother’s name, he 
struggled away for some little time and got the name Minnie. 
Her real name was Martha. I then asked if any one else was 
present, and he remarked, my father, and in asking various ques- 
tions which I have now forgotten, got it. He began by trying 
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to give the name and he got, beginning with grunts, the letter H. 
He stumbled about with a number of approximate names until 
he got Hislip and felt satisfied. I asked for his first name and 
first it came Anna, and when I asked if it was Anna, the answer 
was No, and after several times it said Hannah, and then got 
Henry which was wrong. It must be remembered here, however, 
that Mr. Collison knows my father’s name perfectly well and 
probably knows that of my mother, so that the confusion is de- 
cidedly in favor of a genuine attempt to give the name. 

Mr. Collison is a minister who has been obliged to sacrifice his 
position for the sake of his beliefs in social and religious matters, 
there is no reason to question his honesty. 

He came out of the trance and we talked for a few minutes, 
when he thought we would try it again. The Indian control re- 
turned and asked that the lights be turned down that they might 
be able to produce lights. 1 made the room dark and there was 
some grunting and talk which I could not understand, but no 
lights appeared. In a moment Mr. Collison rose on his feet 
and in deep gutteral tones began a short speech of which I re- 
member this sentence. “I come in the name of Man to help you 
in uplifting humanity ” and several more statements of the same 
import. Apparently he would lose his power to breathe and he 
had great difficulty for utterance. Ordinary persons would sup- 
pose that he was dying for lack of breath. He recovered from 
this a moment and then went back into the trance. I asked him 
who it was that was trying to communicate and he said it was a 
big wise man. I asked him to describe him and he said he had 
on a long white robe down to the feet, and white hair. Then in 
a moment he rose again and repeated the same sentiments that 
were expressed in the first talk, beginning with the same sentence 
again. When he recovered from this I turned up the light, and 
Mr. Collison was perspiring very freely and panting from the 
loss of breath so to speak. 

I asked him if he felt tired and he said not in the least, that 
he was really refreshed from the exercise and usually felt so 
after a performance of this kind. The physiological symptoms 
would lead any one to suppose that he was perfectly exhausted. 

In talking with him afterward, he said this same person had 
manifested several times to him and he remarked that he always 
felt as if it were long ages ago that the person lived, that he was 


a very large, tall man and that he felt a great religious inspiration 
with his presence. 


This personality which appeared twice in such a religious 
manner described, as he was recalled to me, Imperator 
who has been described in this manner in several other ex- 
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periments both before and after the death of Dr. Hodgson. 
I thought of him at the time the impersonation and descrip- 
tion occurred. 


James H. Hystop. 


P. S. I failed to note that after the sitting Mr. Collison 


had difficulty in speaking. He showed symptoms like 
aphasia. 


June 4, 1908. 

Mr. Collison, who recently reported to me a number of facts 
of personal experiences, called last night for the purpose of an 
experiment. Before we sat for the experiment, he told me that 
he had very frequently experienced numbness or what is some- 
times described as having the limbs asleep. This sometimes has 
affected his arm and leg on one side of the body, and it has sug- 
gested to him that possibly control may sometimes be exercised 
entirely on that lobe of the brain which is not in ordinary use, 
but the most important observation which he made on this ex- 
perience was that he found that he had complete and perfect 
muscular control of his limbs at the time that he felt numb. In 
cases of ordinary numbness, motor action is suppressed, but in 
his case he found that in spite of this numbness, he could use 
his muscles just as freely as he could in the normal state. 


James H. Hystop. 


ANOMALOUS WRITING. 


The following specimen of writing will throw light upon 
the motor processes in what is called mirror writing. Very 
often automatic writing takes the form that requires a mirror 
to read it. The reversion of the direction of the writing with 
the child brought about a similar reversion of the mctor func- 
tions in the act and the middle line became mirror writing. 
Many people cannot do this at all. For myself mirror writing 
is impossible. I have never been able to do it, and it is be- 
cause I am a marked visuel. All the reflexes for writing are 
optical and not muscular. But many people can quickly 
learn to do mirror writing and this is perhaps because their 
reflexes are more distinctly muscular or motor. The process, 
however, is simpler than many people suppose. If any one 
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will simply write his name on a sheet of paper in the normal 
manner and then turn the sheet over, holding it between 
himself and the light, he will see that it is mirror writing as 
thus seen. We can then express mirror writing simply by 
saying that it is normal writing from the opposite side of the 
surface. It is as if the agent held the pencil on the under 
side of the paper and did the writing from that point of view. 
In such instances as the present example the puzzle lies in 
trying to understand it from the standpoint of vision, but we 
do not have the evidence that the child wrote it visually. The 
first and third lines seem to indicate this visual point of view, 
but they are not necessarily this and the middle line rather 
suggests another point of view, tho we can make it visual by 


conceiving it as normal writing from the under side of the 
paper.—Editor. 


East Orange, N. J. 
Dr. James H. Hyslop, 

Dear Sir:—A day or two since, one of my grandsons, five 
years old the 5th of next month, being permitted to use a piece of 
crayon on a slate wrote his name twice, as he has habitually done 
for the last six months as shown below. 


LoviS LOVIS 


AILEY 


Is this item of any interest? The boy makes pretty fair let- 
ters quite readily and whenever limited by margin invariably 
returns from right to left and reverses the letters at the same 
time. At the present moment I cannot recall the term applied 
to this style of writing, and it may not interest you at all, but I 
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have laid the slate aside and could easily leave it at a point in 
New York City if you care for it. It interested me but it may 
be a mere interest of kinship; in the last case, | beg pardon for 
intruding, and the matter may be dismissed without further for- 
mality. 
Yours truly, 
Joun A. DatLey. 


' 


